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'The Inhabitants of the Dioceſles 


OF 
DOVVN & CONNOR: 


My Dear Friends, 


' F Hile I am preparing to remove my Con- 
' Cerns, and ſettle among Vou, according to my 
duty in-that Station which it has pleaſed God in bis Pro- 
eidence to place Me in ;, I bawe had many ſerious Thoughts 
bow I may make my ſelf moſt ſerviceable to your Souls. And 
fending among other things that there has been for ſeveral 


years paſt a ſad negle& among you of the publick, Inflru- 


Gon of Children, and of their ſolemn taking upon then- 
ſelves the Covenant that was made with God in their 
Names when they were Baptized; 1 have thought fit to 
begin with ſome Endeawonrs to remove this Fault ; and in 
order thereunto do preſent you with ſome Conſiderations re- 
lating to the Religious Education and InftiruSion of Chil- 
dren in general, which ] have choſen out of ſome Obſzr- 
vations and Diſcourſes that 1 formerly made forthe uſe of 
thoſe who were then under my Charge. | 
There are indeed ſome Excellent Diſcourſes lately pub- 


liſhed on this Subje&, from the matchleſs Pen of that 
Great 


Great Man the late Archbiſhop of Canterbury, but 1 


fear very ſcarce among You ;, and therefore 1 ſend You ſome 


of my own Thoughts, that thoſe who can, may have the bene- 
fit of both ; and thoſe who cannot, may at leaſt haye this Te 
ſtimony of my Care and Watchfalneſs over them. ; 
And what 1 here preſent to you 1 do earneſily entreat you 
to read over with attention, and to conſider ſeriouſly how near- 
tf you are concerned in it ; where you will find no controverted 
Point ; for altho the Name and Form of Confirmation 
be peculiar to the Eſtablished Church , yet the ſubſtance of 
it, the ſolemn profeſſing themſelves to be the Diſciples of 
Chriſt, in the Congregation of the Faithſull, when they come 
to years of diſcretion, 1 am ſure is a Duty incumbent on eve- 
ry One who calls himſelf a Chriſtian ; as well as thoſe parts 
of Education in general which 1 here recommend to you may 
reaſonably be expeflted from every Chriftian Parent, And 1 
heartily pray that Almighty God will make this ſmall Eſſay a 
means of promoting his Glory by prevailing on Parents to dif. 
charge theſe main parts of their Duty towkrds their Chilrven ; 
To which if by his Bleſſing theſe Papers shall in any meaſure 
contribute, it will be an unſpeakable comfort to 


Your truly Aﬀectionate Friend 
and Servant in the Lord. 


Samuel Down and Connor. 
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EXHORTATION 


TO FHE 
Inhabitants of the Digceſs of Down and Connor, &c. 


CHAP. L 
Of the Importance of the Duty of Parents towards their 
| Children, © 


Know not how to begin this Exhortation 
with a more weighty or affeQ&ing Inſtance than 
that of Abraham, whom God was pleaſed to 
own as his Friend, 2 Chron, 20. 7. and to 
uſe with extraordinary freedom and con- 
deſcenſion when He was about to deſtroy Sodom, 
inſomuch that he admicted him to plead ſix ſeveral 
times on behalf of that wicked People, and would 
have ſpared them at his entreaty if there had been 
Ten Righteous Men among them, Gen. 1B. The 
reaſon of which eſpecial favour we have afligned 
by God bimſclF i in theſe words, Verſ. 19, For 1 know 
B 


him 


2: Tie | Fei 04s to $7 Tahaaner: 


him that he will command bis Children and tis FTogshold uf- 
ter him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord to do judg- 
ment and juſtice, that the Lord may. bring upin Abraham 
that which he hath ſpoken of him: 

Certainly (my Brethren) the care of your Chil- 
dren whieh I am recommending to you mult be an im- 


portant Duty in the {ight of God, when fo great 


weight is laid uponit by him, and he was pleaſed 
afcer ſo ſignal a manner to own and reward it in his 


Servant. "No doubt but he was pleaſed with Abraham . 


upon other accounts alſo, but you ſee therealon of 


this extraordinary condelſcenſion in God is referr'd 
peculiarly to Abraham's care in the diſcharge. of this 


Duty. 


 Butaſas! Tam forry.to have occaſion to obſerve, 


that in this age of ours this ſo important and moſt. 


necefſary Duty is moſtof all negleted, when there 
1s. generally ſo littleeare taken of Inſtructing Chil- 


dren-in Gods ways, that if Abraham were now among - 


Us and ſaw only the. Religion of too many younger 


perſons, tis to be ſuſpected he would ſay of Us as he- 


did of Gerar, Gen.20. 11. Surely the fear of God is not 
#4 this place. This 1sa ſad thing, and ſeriouſly to be 
laid to heart by us, and ſome conſcientious and di- 


| ligent endeavours ought to be applied for the reme- 
dy of .it. In order to awaken you to which, I en- 
treat you to remember that God has commitrted your: 
Children to your. cuſtody, care, and conduit; and. 


that 


of Down and Connor. 3 
that at the great day of Judgment you muſt anſwer 
for thoſe vices and misfortunes of theirs, which 
were occaſioned by your negle& and i]l manage- 
mentof them; and therefore you may apply to your 
ſelves what God was pleaſed to ſpeak-to the Pro- 
phert Ezekeel in the perſon of a Watchman, Exek. 3. 
18, When 1 fay unto the wicked thou shalt ſurely die, and. 
thou oiveſt him-not warning, nor ſpeakeſt ts warn the 
wicked from his wicked way to fave his life, the ſame wick- 
ed man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood will 1 require © 
at thine hand. God has intruſted You with the g0- 
vernment of your Children, and has commanded 
You to warn them from their wicked ways and to fave - 

| their lives, and if you do not warn them, they (hall 
T dit in their ſins, but their-bloed God will require at” your - 
| bands. 
[ am perſwaded, the moſt careleſs perſon among 
you would exclaim againſt a wretch that would ' 
murder his Child, and fay that no puniſhment is - 
too great for ſuch a miſcreant; but.then you do not. 
conſider, that while you ſuffer your Children to go 
onin their evi] ways you are guilty of more grievous 
+ cruelty, becauſe you are doing them much greater» 
miſchief. Fear not him that kills the body, ſays our Sa- 
viour, Thats but a ſlight matter to the other; you 
are doing your parts towards caſting both body: and * 
foul into Hell fire, And what ſhall you have to ſay 
tor yourſelves, when God do's call.you to account 


for 
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ior being fo unnatural and cruel to your own Chil- 

dren, to Children of -whom you now pretend to be 

extreamly fond, and for whom you would have 

one think.you are taking a great.deal of pains. 
There is lictle doubt to be made bur that the great- 


.eſt part of mankind-do miſcarry, and are ruin'd, for- 


want of due care of their.education when they were 
young. Train »pachild (lays King Solomon) in the way 
in which he should. go, and when be is old he will not depart 
from it, Prov. 22 19. This commonly ho]ds true on 
either ſide. If you train him up to piety and virtue, 
*cis moſt likely-that by the grace of God he will con- 
tinue-in that good way ; but if you take no care of 
him, but ſuffer him to be train'd up by vitious Ser=- 
vants and Examples, that is, trained up by Satan; 
*cis very probable he will continue in that ſervice, 
and bealways a.child of wrath and of hell. 

'Tis true, you cannot now foreſee the courſe of 
life which they-will lead hereafter, but let me tell 
you that at the great day you will have occaſion to 
look back upon it; and con(ider I befeech you, 
what a ſad thing it will be if you are then forced 
to remember that you did often wiſh and pray for 
Children, and that God gave them to you as Bleſ- 
ſings ; ſo you then underſtood his.gifts, and ſo God 
intended them; bur that you moſt unhappily ne- 
glected rhem-when they were young, and they did 
tall into ill courſes, and inſenſibly contracted many 


ill 
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all cuſtoms and habits, from which they were not 
after to be reclaimed; but lived an ungodly ſhame= . 
ful life, good for nothing, ſerviceable to no body, 
but a diſgrace to their Family, and a curſe and plague 
to the Country they lived in; and to ſee them con- 
demned to everlaſting torments and miſery ; and-all 
this, by your means, through your fooliſh fondneſs, 
and your ſtupid careleſneſs and neglects. Certainly 
(my Brethren) if God ſhould never call Parents to 
account for this treacherous breach of truſt, yet 
the grievous ſentence they muſt of neceſſity palsup- 
on themſelves when they come to diſcover how in- 
ſtramental they have been towards making their 


"Children everlaſtingly miſerable, ought ro. deter 


them from being guilty of lo vile 1nbumanity. 

And wonld to God that ſome Parents would con- 
{ider this before it be too late, who would take it 
very ill, and think themſelves mightily wronged, 
if one ſhould charge them with want of tenderneſs 
towards their Children; Think, I pray, -what a 
ſhame it is that ſome of you ſhould take a great deal 
of pains and eat the bread of carefulneſs, that you 
may leave a great Eſtate to your Children, and by 
your own faults leave only uſeleſs and vile perfons 
to inheritit; Think, what kindne(s you have really 
for your Children, whileſt you breed them up only 
to be fic for Hell; and what an horrible thing ic 1s, 
that you {hould beſtow more pains, and cofts, and 

| C charges, 
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Charges, ic may be, upon the breeding up ſome 
Bruit-Beaſts for your diverſion, than you-do upon 
the Education: of your Sons and Daughters. J* 

It has been often ſaid by wiſe men; That the-great-« 
eſt advantage of Riches is, that people are- by them 
enabled co give their Children the beſt fort of Edu- | 
cation that can be-had: Burt alas !* we are fo genc- 
rally apt-to make-a wrong uſe of Gods Bleſſings, that 
too-many Rich Men ſcem to think that the advan- 
tage which they have above the meaner fort is, that 
They are not bound cobring-up-their Children to a | 
ny thing but folly and: vanity. I have told Youthat | 
the time will-come when this will grieve them to the 
Heart ; buttheir trouble for it is not always put off 
to the next World, and-I may venture to fay, that 
many a Parent-has lived to-be ſadly afflited'when | 
they came to be ſenfible that their Children were 
ruined by their want off care of: them ; and that this *' 
very thing has lain heavy at their Hearts, and made | 
them melancholly- and uneaſic inthe midſt of Richs 
es and: Honour. 

On- the other hand: Conſitder-I beſeech You, 
what a pleaſant and happy thing it is for Parents to 
fee their- Children come- to be men- of Piety and 
Worth, to ſee them uſeful to the World; Inſtruments |! 
of God's Glory, and a Bleſfing to mankind. Theſe- 
are the bleſſedjoyful effects of Care and Diligence. 
A:Man.. who breeds up his Son vertuouſly, and: | 

| makes. 


UMI 


; 
' 


UMI 


| of Down andConnor: T 


' makes him capable of ſome uſeful Station and Em- 


ployment, is a Benefaftorto the World, and a Friend 
of God, as Abraham was; and he mult certainly have 
x great deal of comfort and rejoycing in his mind 
when he thinks with himſelf, that his Child'is a Child 
of God; and that he has brought into the world a 
Bleſſing: to it, and' has bred up a Saint for Hea- 
Ven; 

In the name of God then, let Parents be perſwa- 
ded'to be thus kind, ' thus juſt, thus charitable to: 
their Children and to themſelves; to take this way 
to reform the World, and'to make the next a godly 
and happy Age; to make their Children thus uſeful 
and happy, and'to obtain the reſpet, and praiſes, . 
and bleſſing of mankind for making them ſo happy 


and uſefu].: 


EC HFA PM 
The. parts of this Duty, and the manner of performing it. 
Have laid before You in'a few words the Impor-: 


tance of the Duty of Parents towards their Chil- 
dren; The ſum of: which Daty 1s; that Parents: 


-muſt uſe all fit means to bring up their- Children in: 


the true Principles:of Religion, and the praftice ofi 
Virtue and' Goodneſs. And this requires at leaſt: 
theſe Four things which I purpoſe diſtinaly to ex-- 


 Plainto You, 1. Due- 
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-2, Due Lnflenition in ah Aria 2 Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, and in al the Duties of os 
Ituan Life. 

2, Good Examples in, the Family, and as.near as 
maybe, inall with whom they converſe. 

-- "Jo Neceſſary Corre@ion for their Faults. | 

4- That they be brought up to ſome honeſt Cakh 
ling, whereby they may become ſerviceable both to 
SH and to the'publick. 

2: Children-mulſt be inſtructed in the neceſſary 
Naieies of Faith, and the Rules of Manners. For 
NO man 45s born cither wiſe or good, and which is 
worle, we do notcome into the world with ſo much 

as an indifferencic towards good and. evil; but from 
the unhappy fall of our firſt Parents, every one: has 
brought into the world with him a biafs which makes Ho 
him more apt to receive evil than good impreſſions, | 
And therefore ſince 'tis not an eaſte work to recon- 
cile a vitious diſpoſition to the Truth, but we find 
by experience that they who have been accuſtomed 

ro delight themſelves in evil deeds, will always {ve 
darkneſs rather than light; We cannot ſurely, if we 
have any tenderneſs tor our Children, delay the in- 
ſirubHing of them in our Religion, until ſuch time as 
their fondnels for Vice has made them Enemies unto 
it. And therefore we muſt reckonſour ſclves obliged” 
-as foon as we find them capable of underſtanding 
Us, to give them by degrees ſuch information, as - 


may 
\ 
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'may fix the ſeeds of Piety and Virtue in their Hearts, 
before that the Evil Man, the ſworn Enemy of their 
happineſs, has caſt in his fares. | 
It is my deſire that perſons of the meaneſt capa» 
city may receive ſome benefit by this Qiſcourle, and 
to that end 1-ihaJl-lay before you the 'ſum of what 
you are mainly to preſs upon. your Children, in as 
plain and familiar. away as 1, can; by.recommend- 
ws: three things to your care and practice. 

. That as ſoon as you find your Children capa» 
ble' of unde -rſtanding any thing,.you will zeach them 
to'/;ve God To which purpote, put them often in 
mind, that God ar firſt made them, and du's now 

rore& them from dangers, that 'tis from him that 
they have ther Food and Raiment, and every thing 
that is comfortable to them, that he only can keep 
them in health and preſerve them from many mitl- 
chiefs and i{] accidents. Tell them often, that God 
is a kind, and Joving,: and gracious Father to them, 
and that 'tis from h1s love and kindnelsthat they have 
received every thing that they have, and that from 
the very ſame love they muſt hope for all that 15 de- 
ſirable; and therefore 'that at leaſt they muſt love 
him who has been ſo good to them; for they did 
neither deſerve this from him, nor are they able to 
make any requital:; :and that if they are willing to 
love this good God, they muti (hew it by being very 

deſirous to pleaſe him. _. 
FR D If 


fo An Exbo#tuthon'to the Inbabitant s- 

If Fou-can but onee fix this Principle i in their hearts, 
that God has fuch kind intentions towards them, that 
he-will make them for ever happy, if-chey do bur de- 
fire arid endeavor to pletife' him; and*that they: cannot 
be- unhappy if they do but Tove him with all- cheio 
Hearts, and make it appear that they' love him by keep- 
ing- bar Commundmints, this will tbe a: teddy: foun- 
dation 6f- #great deaÞof- Piety 'and-Goodneſs. For ir 
will make them afraid-of doing any thing that wou'd 
diſpleaſe him, and make them-take pleaſare and de- 
lighe- it whac cliey are | told he loves... And as they 
grow older, they will-ofrner have occaſion to cake no- 
rice of, and--to make -remarks- upon the kindneſs and 
Soodneſs of ' Gad; and! ſo that- defire of pleaſing, him 
willrnereafe and grow ftronger in-them-, 

Buc-then -you- muſt firſt: put them-into the- way of 
making:ſuch obſervations as theſe, you-muſt uſe then 
ro-mark and conſHer theſe ats of God's: Providence, 
by which he doth every day ſhew torth hisgoodneſs and 
loving kindoeſs' towards them ſuch as his daily ſup- 
plying chem withthoſe things chat are needful tomake 
their lives eaſy and comfortable, his,- preſerving them 
from thofe many dangers and miſchances - which they 
fee often befall others,- and this enabling: them-to reſiſt 
the temptations of the Devil,: and -of wicked people; 
and to maſter-their own evil inclinations. From whence - 
you-rgay-alſo-take an occaſion. often. to. put them -in 
mind that. they can do nothing, -that. is good, nothing + 

; MG ; thar.. 
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that will pleaſe God, wichout the grace and aſliſtance 
of his holy Spirit, and chat they muſt upon tha: account 
pray every day for that Grace, and beg heartily and: 
earneſtly chat God will enable them to-do all chings 
according to: his holy will. 

And-'atcer that you have for ſome time thus trained 
up -your Children co difcern and take notice of the 
kindneſs and goodneſs of God inthe common and daily 
inſtances of it, you may by degrees inform them of 
higher matters, and make them underſtand that won- 
derful and' undelerved tavour and love of his, in ſend- 
ing our bleſſed Saviour J-ſ\us Chriſt ro take our nature 
upon'him, and-to die torus, that he might reconcile 
us to'God whom we had offended, and procure pardon 
for all our fins, and make us again capable of hisfavour 
and of everlaſtinz happineſs This muſt certainly in« 
creaſe their love for God and make them more earneſt 
and- Zealous to pleaſe him, when they come to know 
that his kindneſs for them was-ſo great-that he would 
not ſpare his only Son from - death, when his dying 
mighr obtain for them ſuch unſpeakable Bleflings. And 
that Jove and thankfullneſs which ſuch conſiderations 
as theſe may raiſe in their hearts will undoubtedly have a 
powerful influence over their whole lives, and. lead 
them -naturally to the performance of every Chriſtian 
duty with -cheerfulneſs, when they come to. be fully 
inſteucted in it. 

adly, Teach them:to.lowe- all: mankind.: Our: Savi- - 

Our: 
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our has taught us to-Join together theſe two main 
Duties, Mat.:22. 37. Thou $halt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy ſoul, and with all thy 
mind , this is the firſt and great Commandment; And the 
ſecond is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thy 
felf. On theſe two Commandments hang all the Law and the 
Prophets. - That is, Thele are the two principal dus 
ties of every Man, and if he do's pertorm them: as 
he ought, they will caſily lead him into the practice 
of the reſt, + | 

When therefore you have perſwaded your Chil- 
dren to love God, endeavour next to make them 
ſenſible thar God is very much pleaſed when he ſees 
that we do love one another 3 for we are all brethren, 
we have all of us one and the ſame God for our Fa- 
ther, -one and the ſame Saviour who died for us all, 
-one Faith, one Hope, ane Baptiſm, and we are all Ja- 
bouring to be by the mercy of God, and the merits 
of his Son, made happy rogether im the fame Heaven. 
Lay theſe things often before them, and take all oc- 
caſions to make them underſiand the reaſonablcnefs 
of loving the fellow Ghriftians, and teach them in 
all their a&ions and: behaviour to oblerve that great 
and comprehenſive Rule of Love and Equity given 
aus by our Saviour, of doing as we would be done wnto, 
and of doing:nothing to other men which we thould 
think unjult and unreaſonable to be done to us by 
them; if we were in their condition and they 1n ours. 


Do 
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Do but once bring them to the praQice of this Rule; 


and it will inſenfibly draw them into the praQice of 
many vertues and duties. 

And in order to' make way for this love of their 
Neighbours, be ſure often to diſcourage and diſgrace 
before them all ſorts and degrees of ill-nature, and 
to make them hate the doing of any thing that is 
hurtful and injurious to others ; and be ſure never to 
allow them to do any thing out of Spight and Envy, 
or Revenge, but make them look upon thoſe as 
black and odious Vices. Teach them to pity thoſe 
whom they ſee in diſtreſs and miſery, and ler them 
ſee that you do take delightin relieving and doing 

ood to thoſe who are in great want and cannothelp 
themſelves. Put them in mind that when they do 

ood, and kindnefles to others, they do imitate God, 
and dolike the Father of all mercies & confolations, 
but when they do hurtand miſchief to any, they are 
like to the Deyil,” and the accurfed Spirits in Hell. 
Shew them how impoſſible it is that they ſhould live 
happily and ſecurely, and at eaſe in this world, with- 
out the help, and love, and kindneſs of many other 
people; and therefore that it is but juſt and reaſon- 
able that they (hould take their turns of doing kind- 
neſlſes to others; and to encourage them to it, let them 
know that God has the greateſt kindneſs for thoſe 
people who do take molt pains to do good inthe 


world, and to promote the common happineſs of 
E mankind. 


4 *' Hn Exbortation.tq the lubabitants 


mankind: If you can once convince them-of this; and 
make them ambicious of being God's loſtcuments of 
doing good,I am perſwaded it will, prevail more effeRu- 
ally ypon-them. to-undertake the trouble and toil which 
Children are put to to- attain to Learning and Trades 
fin» order. to. make them in ſome ſort uſeful and bene- 


ficial to-mankiad hereafter) chan moſt other arguments 


that you- can think of., 


And here, before I leave this. Head of Inſtrufting: 


your Children. in the love of their Neighbours, I 1222 

earneſt] y exhort you of whateyer. perſwaſion you are, 

to:imprint early in your Children an.inclination to-love 
goodneſs, and the Image of God, whereſvever the 

Pear. Let them remember that God is no Re /p oier of er of 

Perſons, that; he, Favours. no man. for heing of: this or 


that party, but among. all-people: they that Fong God 


and, work; righteouſneſs are accepted.of hiny; and that if 
they woud be like bim, and: his Children indecd, they 


muſt love: thaſe whom he loves. Eſpecially by. no- 


means. ſuffer them. to learn. little ſcoffs or by-words a- 


inſt any perſons way of worſhipping God, who dif- 
jo from that way in which they are brought up- For 


Religion-is.a ſerious ching, andthe concern of the Soul; 
andthe making; light. of: it on any account tho ir be 


againſt a. way. that we do-notapprove of, do's tend to. 
create a. contempt of all that is truly ſerious and fa- 
cred; Let me-increat-you-therefore to be careful what 


examples you. do {ct your Children. in this reſpec, and 
not 
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not to let them hear you. revile and diſparage your 
Neighbours on accouat of their different perſuaſions or 
profeſſions; for tho we are not all of one mind or 
of, one way in thoſe matters, yet all who truly love 
and ſerve God, ought to behave themſelves towards 
one another as Children of the ſame heavenly Father ;. 
and if you teach your Children to take up prejudices 
againſt people, becauſe of their different Opinions in 
Religion, this will by degrees beget an averſion towards: 
them alſo upon other accounts, and deſtroy that univer- 
fal love and. good will which I have exhorted you. by 
all means to endeavour to promote and encourage in 
them, as that which may prepare and form their minds 
for that bleſſed Society and Converſation hereafter, 
where ſhall be nothing but peace and love. 

3dly, Teach them: to love themſelves. You muſt 
not think this an unneceſſary work, becauſe it is a prin- 
ciple that we do bring into the world with us ; for it 
is. plain-that this very principle of loving our ſelves, 
for want of due inſtruction, does often- prove our ruine.. 
For we gre commonly apt to-think, that when we love: 
our fooliſhluſts,and do moſt indulge and gratify our un-- 
reaſonable appetites and deſires, we do then: chiefly 
love our ſelves. Whereas in good truth, this is hating: 
onr ſelves, and loving our moſt. deadly and cruel Ene- 

mi1es. 
Teach your Children therefore after what manner- 
they may really and in good earneſt. loye MG 
oO 
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ſo as to do themſelves good and make themſelves 
happy. Teach them'to love their Bodies, and there- 
fore to endeavour to preſerve their Health and 


Strength, by Temperance, Chaſtity, and Induſtry ; 


and to preſerve their Lives and Limbs, bya kind 
affable, inoffenſive behaviour towards all Men. 
Make them afraid to pull down Dilcales upon 
themſelves by Riot and Intemperance, by a diſor- 
derly way of living, by keeping 11] Hours, and mak- 
ing that uſe of the Night which God has ordained 
the Day for, and Sleeping in the Day which 1s giv- 
enusto work in; and make them afraid to provoke 
furious and bloody Men, -to wound or to kill them, 
by offering them any Injury either in word or deed, 
Teach them to love their Souls, and therefore to 
endeavour to pleaſe God, that ſo they may be Tor 
ever happy with Him in Heaven; to love the eaſe 
and peace of their Minds, and therefore to keep 
themſelves innocent from Sin, the guilt of which.is 
the moſt fretting and vexatious thing in the world ; 
and to ſubdue thoſe paſſions, which if they ſuffer to 
be headſtrong and unruly, will give them abundance 
of trouble. Let them not give way to intemperate 
Wrath and Fury, to the deſire of Revenge, to Ma- 
lice and to Hatred ; for theſe are ſo many Evil Spi- 
rits, which if entertained and countenanced, will 
not fail often to haunt their minds, and to diſturb 
their reſts, with ugly and frightful Apparitions. 
: | And 
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And as one great inſtance of love to themſelves, 


et them learn to improve themſelves in Knowledg 


and Wiſdom, and to encreafe thoſe natural perfe- 
Qions and faculties which make men truly valuable, 
and are the main reafons why they ſhould love them- 
ſelves. And you may withall make them conſider 
the dignity of their Nature, and the excellency ob 
their Reaſon. "3 | 

Put them often in mind that they are the work= 
manſhip of God himſelf, amd made by Him after 
Hhs own Image; that He has given them Souls ca- 
pable of fecing and difeerning what is good and ex» 
ccllent, and of choofing what they ſee to be wor- 
thy of their choice, and what a pity it ts that all this 
ſhould be to no purpole. = 

And, tho 'tis a poor, and weak, and fooliſh thing 
tobe proud, and you muſt diſcourage all the begin- 
ings of that Vice becauſe 'tis ene-of the moſt ſucces- 
ful Inſtruments that the Devil do's make ulſe of to 
turn us away from God; yet you will find it need- 
ful tro poſſeſs them with a due opinion and efteem of 
the excellency of their Souls, and to make them 
have a due regard and reſpec for themfelves. For 
this will make them fcorn to do any thing that is pit- 
erful and unreafonable, any thing that will debaſe 
their Souls, and make them vile and contemptible ; 
and ir will kelp to fer them above all-choſe mean and 
dirty vices w hich argue men to be of a paultry, ge 

PF ti 
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tiſh ſpirit. To which-purpoſe; endeavour as carly as 
you can to raiſe in them ſome ſenſe of Honour, to have 
2 value for their good name, and for the good opinion 
of wiſe and good men, and to ſcorn and abhor.the-do- 
ing of any thing which may deſtroy their reputation 
among ſober and vertuous people. 

Theſe (my Brethren) are ſome of* the things which 
Theartily wiſh you would take pains to inſtill into the 
minds of- your Children, as-ſoon as they are capable of 
them.. You fſee- they are-no-myſteries, Tis only te 
teach them-to love God who: made: them, and: their 
Savior who died to redeem-them; and this will eaſily 
bring them to pay due Honour,and Worſhip; and Obe- 
dience to fo great benefaRors; To love their Neighbours, 


and this will incline them to Juſtice, and Equity, and. 
Charity-z and to love-therafelves, and then they. will 


neither hurt their bodies by intemperance, nor provoke 
offers to hurt them; nor-make- their ſouls mean and 
vile, nor- force God-to make them-miſerable, by tn 
2nd wickednefs. 

And-I am ſure that theſe Parents who do ſet them» 
felves heartily to infuſe theſe Principles into their. Chil- 
dren, and do beg of God that they may have: good. ſuc- 
cels, intheſe endeavours - of - theirs-- which: are ſo. plea» 
11g-to him,- cannot want any day-an opportunity of 
doing ſomething towards it:+ but-wil meer with ſome 
new-argument,eicher in-the goodneſs. of God; or in. the 
behaviour: of other -perſons.-whom. they ſee.and con- 

ED. verſe 
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verſe with, or in the Children themſelves, to urge 
and preſs moſt of theſe things upon them. 

And' as one mighty help towards this good 'work;, 
let me beſeech you: to have your Children taught ro 
read the Bible, eſpecially che Hiſtorical Books of ic ; 
and ſhew them as they go along the way, to take no- 
tice of the goodneſs and love of God towards thoſe 
people who were good, and of his hatred and wrath. 
againſt the wicked and difobedient. 

The. great reaſon why ſome Children do read the 
Bible, and are not-much the better for it, is that* their: 
Parents-do not put them into the way of : making them 


ſelves the wiſer by it. For they often think they have _ 


done enough, if they have taught them: to repeat ſomes 
thing concerning Wars and Fighting, the ſtrength: of 
Sampſon, the bigneſs of Gol:ah, and the age of 'Methu: 
fſelahb, and fuch like things, which are extraordinary and 
wonderful; How much more-wou'd it- tend to their 
advantage, if you wou'd make them take notice, that 
Sampſon was ruined by following an ill Woman; that 
God did aflift David becauſe he was good, and: did ' 
pleaſe him, to kill that Giant 'who was a wicked Hea- - 
then, and an Enemy of God's people ? 'That God did 
ſaffer men to live ſo long before the Flood, becauſe of 
their great piety and goodnels, and that, as all the world 
except cight perſons were deſtroyed, ſo the age of men 
was ſhortned, for their fins? To recommend to them 
the Patience of Job, the Meckneſs of- Mofes, the Love 

jo | | of : 
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of 7oſeph to his Brethren, and the great Care that aH 
good Men took to pleaſe-God, and how God did 
condeſcend to own them as his Friends for it; and 
to make them obſerve how happy the People of 
Tſrael were when they ſerved God, and what miſe- 
rics he brought upon them as often as they rebelled 
ainſt bim. If you will uſe your Children to make 
ſuch remarks as theſe upon the Stories they meet with 
in the Bible, you will find it turn to very good ac- 
-COUNTE. 

And that they may have the ſubſtance of their 
duty-conſtantly before their Eyes, and wellimprint- 
ed in their Memories, I conceive it to be abſolute- 
1y neceſſary that they be made to learn by heart ſome 
Catechiſm; and I cannot recommend any one ſo fit 
for the younger fort as the Catechiſm ſet forth by 
_ our Church in the Common-Prayer-Book, which 

was Compoſed by thoſe Wiſe and Excellent Men 
who firſt Reformed our Church from the Corrupti- 
ons of Popery, and who laid down their Lives in de- 
fence of the Reformation. And I conceive this 
Catechiſm has the advantages of molt others in at 
leaſt one of theſe three points. 

1. It is Solid and Orthodox. The matters con- 
tained in it are for the moſt part conſented to by all 
the Chriſtian Churches m the World, and they are 
agreeable tothe DodQrin of the Scriptures,and of the 
antient Church. The Apoſtles Creed 1s collected 


out 
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out of the Bible, and as to the main has beehnjuſt 
what itis,' icar theſe 1500 Years, The Command- 
mentsand the Lords Prayer ate word for word tak- 
en out of the Bible,: and the Duties towards God 
and their Neighbour are the ſubſtance of what is re- 
quired in the Commandments. And the Dottiinie 
of the Sacraments is the Dodrine of Jeſus Chrilt, of 
St. Pant, and of the Primitive Fathers. 

adly, This Catechiſm is plain and eaſle to be an- 
derſtood'by Children: ' The ſtile is not difficult, it 
has no hard words, nothing but the plain necefaty 
Articles of: Belief, and matters of 'common duty 
and practice, ſum'd up after ſuch a manner as may 
beſt fait with the capacities of - thoſe for whom it'is 
defigned.'/>Thete'is nothing in it but what may' be 
apprehended by a very mean thate of underſtanding; 
No difputable Points which are fit only for Scholars ; 
No'tnyſterious ſpeculations which carry men otit of 
ſight into the Clonds,- but all that it conrains;' are 

the words of truth and foberneſs. And 
 3dly. Tho this Catechifm be fo full and compre- 
prehenfive as to contain the ſubſtance of all necef(- 
ſary things, yet 'cis ſo admirably well contrived as 
to be'no great burthen to the memory of a Child. 
They have here all the fundamenral Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, all the diftin@ parts of our Duties 
towards God, our Neighbours and our Selves; a 
full account of our Covenant with God thro Chriſt 
G in 
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in Baptiſm, and of the nature, and uſe, and bene- 
fits of both the Sacraments, all ſum'd up, in ſo few 
words that 'tis no-hard matter for a Child to learn ta 
repeat them all. 

In a word, this Catechiſm ts ſo skilfully and Judi- 
cioufly compoſed, that I fear ic will one day riſe up 
in judgment againſt a great many Parents who:neg- 
le& to make their Children partakers of the benefits 


of. it. And this is what I thought ncceflary to: be 


ſpoken.'concerning. the Inſtruction. of your Chil- 
dren, - 

2, The ſecond Duty I mentioned; ts: that you-muſt 
endeavour that your Children may have good Exam- 
ples in your Families, and-as near as -yow'can,:abroad: 
tao. For without your care in this particular, your 

ains laid out in inſtructing them will be in-danger 
of being loſt upon them. For if. they. ſce you car- 
neſin- perſwading-them to-ſerve God, and-yet very 
negligent in that ſervice-your ſelves; for Example; 
If you tell them that they. muſt. honour the Scrip- 
tures.as the Word of God, and yet when Prophane, 
Atheiſtical People come to. you, your-Children hear 
you. and them. ſpeak. irreverently of thoſe Holy 
Books, and of. the things contained in them.; if you 
fend;them to. Church and ſtay at home your ſelves; 
if you.teach'\them the. Fourth Commandment, and 
yet. in your own practice make. no diſtinction be- 


tween, the Lords, Day and. the other days of the 


week, 


UMI ; 


UMI. 


of Down and Connor. 43 


week, unleſs it be that on that day you do quit the 
works of your Calling, and give your (elves wholly 
to Idleneſs, or what St. Pan! terms the works of the 
flech; If you tell them that they muſt honour the 
Name of God, and not take it in vain, and yet Swear 
and Curſe before them every day; Do not you 
think, do not roo many of you find by fad-experi 
ence, that they wil] cake more notice of what you 
do your ſe]ves, than of what you teach them to do, 
and that they will be much apter to follow your Ex- 
amples than your Advice? 

Nay, if you-do not behave your ſelves thus wick- 
edly before them, yerif you keep Servants in your 
Houſes who are prophane and wicked ; or if you 
ſuffer your Children to converſe abroad with other 
Ghildren, who have been negleGed by their Parents; 
and (as it is now too common) left to themſelves, 
and to. what they can learn from wicked Servants, 
and from other wicked Children; what effe& can 
you hope that your Inſtructions will have upon. 
them *- 

All ſorts of Examples, moſt of all wicked ones, 
do provoke imitation, and eſpecially in thoſe who 
are young ;. and: therefore if you: have a true 
and* hearty concern for your Childrens being 


taught the ways of God; ſet them a good Example 


your ſelves, and let them diſcern and take notice of 
your Piety, your Charity, your Temperance and 
| Sobri- 
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Sobriety. - Do not think that you can per{wade 
them to ſay their Prayers conſtantly while they ne- 
ver find that you ſay, yours ;..and if they hear you 
ſpeak evil of Gods Miniſters, you may aſlare your 
ſelves they will pay little regard to their Sermons: 
Orif they hear you talk ſpightfully and maliciouſly 
of other Men, and yow to be revenged upon ſuch 
as have diſobliged you, and todo them all the mi(+ 
chief you can; how do you think you ſhall be a- 
ble to perſwade them to be meek, and loving, and 
peaceable, and to forgive their Enemies?. And:to 
name no more inſtances; if you let them ſee you 
often Drunk, and like Beaſts, you cannot expe& 
that your Inftrucions of Sobriety and Temperance 
(if you ſhould be minded to give'them ſuch ) 'can 
have any influence upon them. | 
W hereas on the other hand, . if you do in your 
own perſons practiſe before them all thoſe Vertues 
and Graces which you; recommend to them, if you 
make your Servants talk, and behave themſelves, ver« 
tuouſly before them; and if , as near as youcan, 
ou ſuffer them to_canyerle with no: other Children 
bur thoſe who arc bred. up. in the fear of God; you 
may reaſonably hope to fee the fruits of your pains in 
infiructing chem, and to rc3oyce in the good cffc&s 
24ly. You muſt add to this, due and moderate 
Correction. For it is not to be expected that cicher 
o | your 
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= your'good inſtruftions or examples will be always a- 
ble to prevail upon their Children tho they be ever fo 
 tawardly; but ſometimes their own diſorderly incli- 
- nations, ſometimes the evil examples of Servants or of 
other Children will have greater influence over them. 
And therefore K.Solowron do's in many places of the Book 
of Proverbs, with a great deal of earneſtneſs, preſs Pa- 
rents to uſe the Rod of Corre&ion, in order to reclaim 
them from evil courſes. But then it muſt be uſed 
diſcreetly and. after ſuch a manner as may beſt anſwer 
the deſign of it,and bring them to diligence & obedience 
For if you correc them in a fury they'l think you do 
x only to ſatisfy your paſſion, but if you do it with 
mildneſs and calmneſs, you may convince them that 
you do it out of love to them, and for their good. 

And when you haye by good Inſtruction, and good 
Examples, and prudent and ſeaſonable correction, 
brought your Children to a good and vertuous tem- 
per and diſpoficion of mind ; you muft not think thae 
you have acquitted your felyes of all chat lay upon 
you to do for them. 

4- But 4thly, you muſt bring them up to ſome honeſt 
Calling, or have them inſtructed in ſome Arts and 
Sciences, which may render them uſeful to themſelves 
and to the publick. For God has put us all into-the 
World with a deſign that eyery one of us ſhou'd do 
ſomething towards promoting the publick good and 
happineſs of ir; and no man who has any thing of - 
H SOU 
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Soul in him above that of a Brute, can poſſibly think 
that his buſineſs here is only like that of a Beaſt, co cat, 
and drink,and fleep,and to-be the cauſe that more Brutes 
come .into the World, and afterwards to die. No, 
we have every one of us ſome part or other to Act, 
ſome part ſet us by our great Maſter; and you'l do 
well to conſider, that if you do not bring up your 
Children to be fit ro do their parts in the Service of 
God and of mankind, you will give the Devil a fair 
opportunity to employ them in his Service, and: in do- 
ing of miſchief to themſelves or orhers. For there is 
nothing that do's expoſe a man to more Sinsthan Tdle- 
neſs, and having nothing to.doz.and if you. look abroad 
you |. fiad that no men are generally more unhappy, 
or do fall into. more extravagances and misfortunes, 
than thoſe perſons whoſe time do's Iye heavy upon 
their hands, becaule that by the neglect of their Parents 
they grew to be men without being brought up to be 
fic for any.thing. Enquire, who are the Libertines 
and Atheiſts, who are the Deſpiſers of Religion and 
profeſt Enemies of Morality and Goodneſs, who are 
moſt profane and debaucht, the greateſt ſcandal to 
their Family. and ſhame and grief to their Friends ; and 
examine how they came to be ſo, and yowl be ſatisfied, 
that Idleneſs, want of- Employment, and that, occaft- 
aned by want of good. Education, were mainly. the 
cauſes of all.this,. _ 


I: do. 
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E do not mean, that every one when he is young, 
muſt be bound to learn ſome Manual Trade, and 
work with their hands; for there are Callings and 
Employments for all ſorts and conditions of Men, 
and fome of them do require only the labour of the 
Head and of the Mind ; but this I may venture to 
ſay, That every Parent is bound to do their part to- 
wards qualifying their Children to ſerve the World; 
and to be uſeful co mankind after ſome ſortor other. 
They who are not rich enough to breed up their 
Children to Learning, may breed them up to ſome 
honeſt Trade and Calling, or Employment; and e- 
ven thoſe who are ſo poor that they can ſcarce do 
that, may have them taught to Read ;; the neglect of 
which is the great cauſe of that fatal Ignorance 
which do's ſo lamentably reign among the meaner 
ſort of People. And, which 1s very ſtrange, tho 

'ou ſhall hear many Parents bemoan- their misfor- 
tune that they were not taught to read themſelves, 
and it may be with ſome reflections upon their Pa- 
rents; ' yet when 1t comes to their turn, youl ſee 
chem aCt as if that neglett were hereditary to them, 
and. ſuffer their young ones to ſpend their whole 
time, in meer Idleneſs, andin learning of Viceand- 
Wickednels. | 

Nor mult thoſe whom God has bleſſed with Rich- 
es, think that they are therefore exempted from any 


obligation. of this kind, but on the contrary they: 
will. 
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will Gad his rule to be, that 19 whom much1s piven, 
from them shall more be required; and it will be found 
at long run, if they fail to give their Children due 
Edacation, that the Fortunes they leave them will 
prove Curles inſtead of Bleſlings ; and if it pleaſes 
God in his providence to deprive their Children of 
that Wealch, whom do:you ſee in ſuck circumſtan- 
ces.more ſhiftleſs and miſerable than the Sons of 
Gentlemen, whole Parents depended 10 much upon 
tie Eſtates they were to leave them, thatthey bred 
them up fic for nothing. 

The chief cauſes of which common fault I take 
to be a miſtake that runs in too many peoples Heads; 
that all ſorts of Learning and Profeſſions are to'be 
looked on only as ſo many Trades, and waysof get- 
ting ones maintenance, and thattherefore thoſe 'who 
are able to. leave their Children a great” deal 'of 
Wealth, as they ſcorn to-put them to any inferiour 
| Calliogs, ſo they need not breed them up Scholars. 
But then, this-while they have no notion of thecom- 
mon Good, no concern for the fervice and benefit 
of the World, no regard to the particular advan- 
rages that their Children themſelves might'Teceive 
by che-improvement of their faculties. 

There are Profeſſions and Employments fit for 
Geatlemen, and not below the pains of Perſons of 
higher rank and-quality. In antient times it was the 
A _ ambition of Men of Quality to breed up their 
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Sons to the ſtudy of Divinity, not barely to make 
them capable of Preferments, which they might. by 
their Intereſt procure for them, however deſerving 
or undelerving they were, which is often done in 
the Church of Rome, but out of true zeal for the 
Service of God and His Church. And it may be 
juſtly ſaid for the honour of the Reformation, that 
'{eldom any of the Sons of Noblemen or Gentlemen 
were bred up to the Miniſtry but they became emi- 
nent both for their Learning and Fiety. ' Twas the 
Service of Gods Church that thoſe good Men of 
old did chiefly intend in making their Sons Clergy- 
men; and there are many reaſons why Men of good 
Birth or Honourzble Deſcent may prove eminently 
ſerviceable in the Church, if they be equally hum- 
ble, and induſtrious. Beſides this, the {tudy of the 
Laws of the Land, and that moſt uſeful and neceſla- 
ry ſtudy of Phy ſick have in all Ages been accounted 
honourable, and no Perſon of Quality will be in 
danger of degrading himſelf by his application to 
theſe Studies, unleſs the Age do's become wholly 
barbarous: I ſhall not ſay how far Idlenels, and be- 
ing good for nothing do's degrade perſons of Ho- 
nourable Extraction in the Eyes of Wile Men; 
but this I may lay down as a certain Rule, that peo- 
ple of all conditions, who would have their Chil- 
dren brought up to be good Chriſtians, muſt. bring 
them up when they are young to , ſomething that 

may 
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may.employ chem when they come to be Men; for, 


if ſomething that may accomplich them, or make 
them uſeful to their Generation, do's not employ 
their time; You may aſſure your ſelves t hat Satan 
will find work for them. 


—_ WP 
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Of Confirmation, 


F*. the IntroduFio to this Diſcourſe I did intimate 


' to you that altho the Name and Form of Confirmation- 


be peculiar to the Eflablished Ehnrch, yet in what I 
ſhall offer to you concerning it, you will fied the 


ſubſtance of it agreed to by all Proteſtants who do- 


allow of the Baptizing of Infants. For as far as I 
can learn, they do all hold it to. be reaſonable and 
fit that thoſe who have been ſo Baptiz'd, ſhould, 
when they come to Years of Diſcretion, take upon 
themſelves the Vow which was made in their names 


by.others; And that this thould be done before they 


be admitted ro the Holy Communion- 

And this was alfo done conſtantly in the Primitive 
Church. When Cluldren arrived to years of com- 
petent ripenels and maturity. they were brought to 


the 
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the Biſhop, and did publickly and ſolemnly in his 
preſence ratifie that compact which they had made 
with God in Baptiſm, and declare their ReloJution of 
continuing in the Faith of Chriſt, and in obedience 
to Gods Holy Commandments. Upon which the 
Biihop did lay his Hands upon them, and Bleſs them 
in the Name of God; imploring over them his Grace 
and Aſſiitance to confirm them in thoſe g30d Reſolutions, 
and to enable them to perform thoſe Vows and Purpoſes, and 
that Profeſſion of Faith which they had before embraced tn 
Baptiſm, and then azain owned before the whole Congre- 


gation ; and till this was done they were not admitted to the- 


Holy Communion. 

The reaſon why this was required to be done be- 
forethe Biſhop, and why the laying on of Hands was 
reſerved ſolely to Him, was partly inreſpeCt of the 
Biſhop, and partly of thoſe who were ſo Confirmed. 
In reſpect of the Biſhop it was conſidered,. That the 
Care of all the Souls in his Dioceſs was committed 
to Him with the reſpeCtive Miniſters under his Con- 
duck; and therefore ſecing they had all of them 
power to Baptize and bring Perſons into the Church 
without his knowledge, it was thought fit that the 
Perſons ſo brought in ſhould be preſented to the Bi- 
ſhop and renew their Baptiſmal Vow in his preſence, 
before they were admitted to the higheſt priviledge 
in the Church, the partaking of the Lords Supper. 
And with reſpectto Peritons to be Confirmed, it was. 
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preſumed that the Solemnity of the Biſhops preſence 
might make the greater impreſſion upon them, and 
that the young perſons might be the more wrought 
upon by his Fatherly Encouragement and Exhorta- 
tion. 

And why the laying on of Hands was uſed in this 
caſe I think I need not argue, my deſign being not 
to diſpute with any one, but to exhort you to pre- 
pare your Children for the diſcharge of this Duty. 
But thus much I may ſay without going beyond my 
deſign, T hat our bleſſed Saviour gave an undoubt- 
ed Precedent of the fitneſs of this Rice of /ayine 07: 
Hands in Bleſſing, by uſing it Himſelf to Children 
that were brought. to Him. So that I think there 
can be. no diſpute bur that 1t may now be fitly uſed 
by thoſe who are appointed ?o bleſs in the name of *Godl 
in general, and particularly on this occaſion” of | 
young perlans ſolemnly confirming the Vows that 
were made for them when they were baptiſed. 

Laying aſide therefore matter of Diſpute, I will 
.only (hew. you what opinion ſeveral Proteſtants of 
great Fame and Reputation have had of this Rite of 
laying on of Hands upon this occaſion of Confirmation, 
in Churches where they have not had Biſhops. And 
this Iam willing to do in order to take off ſuch pre- 
'Judices as poſſibly ſome among you may have, out of 
miſtake, entertained againſt ir. 
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© of Down ai Connot.” a E) ; 
FA TFthe firſtshall be ttheFamioins ” Calvin; whote 
wordyin: bis Inflitutions Sr#'t6! this effect.” Dot Lib. 
vIC.c4:9. $. 4-0 The cuſtomit'old' thn was, 'that 
a "the Children of Chriſtians 'when'they were grow n 
tp were 'brought- before” the Biſhop," that they 
ndghe fulfill chat duty 'which was required fr6m 
ſuch perſons as being of riper years did offerthem- 
ſelves to Bapriſm. For thefe perſons (that ' is 'theſs 
"of riper years) did ſit among. the 'Catechuniehs, 
( that is 'perſons that newly entered mto the Chriſtian 
Religion ) until ſuch time as being duly inſttu&ted 
in the myſteries of Faith, they might make k C6n- 
feſſion of i their Faith before the Biſhop and 
the People. But they who ' were. Baptiſed' in 
their Infancy, becauſe they were not'then ca A 
of profefling their Faith before the Church" 
thelefid of” cheit Childhood or beginning of Nipir 
© :Youthy\3they *Wert Preſented at ain, by their 'Pa- 
C: eple, Farid examined by 'the Brſhop, according to 
©4:certhin> and common form'of Carcthiſm' which 
they then had,” 'And"that this' aXion, which 0- 
© \thepwiſe deſervedly ought to._be graye Yi holy, 
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on” 


6? might have themore of Reverchte and Div pnity, 
- they” allo ufed the Ceremony "gt | tmp tion. of 
' Hands: \'So'the Child; its Faith HA uf approved 
of, was diſmiſſed with a ſolemn Bleſſipg:” gh this 
Cuſtom theAtitients'do ofien'tnake mentish, "And 


OIL. 


after his Deſcription and Confutation of the corrupt 


IK Do- 
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Dodrine of the; Church:of Rome i in this pointz He 
adds,: « Such;an Impoſition of Hands, by way-of 
«* Bleſſing, .l do praiſe and, wiſh it were.at this 'day, 
© reſtored. co,its pure, ule... ; And afterwards; Set- 
14x ©Lwitſh we did:retain.that Cuſtom, whieh, Izold 

& YOU; was among, the Angients. .. \ 

The ſame, learned Mani in his Book De Pers Eccles 
Se Reformatione, pag. .339- lays; © And weallo: (ſpeak: 

« ingof Confirmation) could with, good reafon with 
« that the Rite were every where reſtored, by 
< which. Children after having made confeſſion of 
<. their Faith, may be offer'd. to God. | 

. Once more, | The ſame Mr. Calvin, . in-his Commen- 

7; upon, the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, Cp. 6. upon 
py 2d. Verſe he where the. Apolile mentions the-lay- 
ing on.of, Hands, has this remarkable p paſſape., * Here 
<. the laying on of . Hangs 15: joined, with Baptiſm, 
© becaule as: chars were;two Tanks.of-. thoſe, who 
 vvere. neyy! Y- infutted, - fo. there, Yyas..a_dayble 
E Ceremony... Andthen having, givenche; ſubſtance 
of the account:yvhich I have before, Jaid. dovvun,out 
of 7 Dont: [He adds,, © This, qne place doth 
c. abundant! 0 fie tharthe fource of..this Ceremo- 

ny did; m. the Apoliles, : And, having rem 

hep ed 1 pon Ea os of: itin:the Church of Rome,” He 

| conelug es, Wherefore at this day. the pure Inſtitution is to 
fy retained,” but the "rue aft, to be ike rieaks TL75 Io) 
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&}- may; alſo. P8t, you in mind ihat the N on-conforming 
Divines..in their Reformation of the Liturgy, which they. 
preſented to the Biſhops, and; -ppbliſh ied 4661, do 
offer itasaRule, * That nope ſhall be admitted by. 
«© the Miniſterito the Sacrament of. the Lords Sup- 
« per; till. they have at years of ; diſcretion under- 
ſtood the meaning of their Baptiſmal Covenant, 
and with their own, Mouths, and their own Con- 
ſent,, openly before the Church, ratified and con- 
firmed it, .and alſo promiſed. that by the. grace. of 
God, they will evermore endeavour. themſelves 
faithfully to obſerve & keep (ſuch things as by their 
.own Mouth. and Confeſlign they. hays allented' 
to 
mh Andi in .the Fleads of Agreement, afſented to by the Uni: 
ted. Mimiſters in and. about London, Formerly. called Pres- 
byterian. and Congregational, publiſhed Anno 1 69 1. The 
third. Article of \the firſt Head 1s, That none shall be ad- 
mitted. as, Members i 1M. order to- Communion in all the ſpecial ; 
Ordinances of the Goſpel, bat: ſuch pen rſows. a as are knowing 
and found in the fundamental Podrines of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, without ſcandal in their Lives, and to a judgment 
xeeulated hy: the Word. of. God, are perſons of viſible Gadli. 
neſs and Honeſty.; credibly proleffing Ng cordial  ſubjeStion to- 
Teſus Criſt. . This -Rule, I conceive .cannor; be pur 
into praGice without ſome ſuch Examination, and 
open Profeſſion of; the Perlons to be admitted as our 


Church do's require, 
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"Yi'Thare!' Mt. Bacthr Ald Took updn Cinfrmatioial ſo 

neceſſary, thathe thodghe' it worth. ts whileto' write 
7” whole Book. gp6h:. 1 it, and wich” great eatneſtnels 
ro: prefs and e&horr all petſoris'ro ptoinotethe prov 


ace of it ;* ad inthe Poftferipe,_afteF having anſwer- 
e& 'preat wigny Objedibns, he makesthe following 


Dectaration, by which you will ſee that he pleaded 
for the fame Confirmation hich' our Church dots' ip- 
poinc.” '"'His Words aft; -7 will conterid with ndman4vhe- 
ther. the approved profe}ia or which 1 have pleaded for-iti” this 
Book, be" the very fam? thing with the 'Antients Confirmation. 

Pave iven yo. ny, thought ohts of ity and 1 am fure the thing 

r queſtion 3dr Yary, ind the Tame 116t uhfit;” and that its 
the {ame yo the Gor nfirmation owned by the Divines of the 
Reformed” Chl rehes, and partiewtarly with that eftubliched 
a} coelay" I the” Book of \ omits Prior." here\mn 
England, ofthe WBfanct?! '7 Ah&'irthe Book; >" Prop. 
13. He proves at large Kg Impofition”6y ' Efands i 
| Clnfimaton is a "Roca bk (GK Pant vf= 
dinarily' to ks a, "oh WIN UN wp beeii of "old Ythe Ys 
Chureh. ant mat ncy 
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Uaying ſaid thus lic co! ncern in this Duty: 
generals and with 'relaridhy t rr Parties''n the Chit 
fe Burr that oWn Infatit Baptiſm,” *F'fhall now 

ve Fou a brief accolthr 6F' the meaning and deſipn 
of our Church in having Childreri brought ro be 

C onfirmed by the Bishop, 7 then Tay down'a few di- 

rections 


j 
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Dire@ions after what manner you may prepare your 
Children in order. to be Confirmed. 

-»13 ſt; The meaning and defign of our Church, in ha- 
ving Children brought to be Confirmed by the Biſhop, 
may be learned from the Preface to the Office of Confer- 
mation ; Which declares the end of it to be, that Chit- 
dren being now come to the years of diſcretion, and hawing 
learned what their Godfathers and. Godmothers promiſed 
for them in Baptiſm; they may themſelves with their own 
mouth and conſent, openly before the Church, ratify and con- 
firm the ſame; and alſo promiſe, that by the Grace of God, 
they will evermore. endeavour themſelves 'faithfilly to ob- 
ſerwe ſuch things. as they by their own confeſsion have aſ- 
ſented to.. And the ſame may further appear by the 
Queſtion that the Biſhop is to put to the perſons who 
are brought tobe Confirmed, in theſe words. Do ye 
herein the; preſence of God, and of this Congregation, re- 
new the ſolemn Promiſe and Vow that was made in your 
name at your Baptiſm ; ratifying and confirming the ſame 
in your own perſons, and acknowledging your ſelves bound 
to believe and to do all thiſe things which your Godfa- 
thers and Godmathers than undertook, for you £'To which 
Queſtion, every one that is ro be Confirmed, - muſt 
audibly anſwer, I do. | s oth 

For the nnderſtanding of which, you'may pleaſe to 
xemember, that according; tothe renorof the' New Te- 
ſtament, we havesno-way ' of being *capable of the 


| .great. Bleſſings . which: Chrift hath purchaſed by his 


Death, 
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gab, but by being in Covenatt with him. - All 
the promiſes of pardaa of Sin,' and of the Grace of | 
Gods Holy Spirit, off: the. acceptance of our ho- | 
neſt performances, avd of everlaſting Happinels in | 
Heaven, are made and belong only to thoſe who | 
arg in. Covenant with God,' upon the terms of that | 
New Covenant iato which He.is pleaſed to ſuffer Us |! 
ta cater forthe ſake of the meritorious Atonement | 
and {atiefaQion. made by our Saviour's Death. 
. Naw we are taught no way of being admitted in- 
to this Covenant but, by. Baprifen. Tis this which | 
Puts.us 4nto actual poſlefitan of ſeveral of the bene- 
fits. of it ,; provided that we faithfully difcharge 
what is engaged on our part. For by Baptiſm we 
are taken. into, the: number of thoſe whom: Ch11]t 1s 
plcafed to.account; his: own Body, and towhom He 
has dane the honour, of making himſelf the Head; | 
We ace adopted into the. Family of: God; and made 
his Children, and delivered from that ſtate of wrath 
and fin, and. miſery into which. fin: hath bronghe us; 
and we are admitted apairr into God's Favour fo far | 
a5to have a right to: the aſſiſtance of his Holy Spi- | 
. Fit here, and:a glorious Immortality in the Life to- 
come. Fhele are the things for. which God is pleaſed | 
to-covenant onhis part. | 
. On-the- other: hand., We do then covenant with ' 
God, that we will renounce the Devil and. all his works, | 
and that we will not be governed: by ſinful Men, or 
Pg Ct ; ſinful | 
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finful Coſtonis] or by * our: 6wn wicked natural In* 
clinacrons ; but thar - the Commaridmeats of God 
fhall-be the rale of- our Adions; and thar' ih order 
to obey \them* upon'a good foundation;' we will 
bold faſt that "form of ſound words,” that" Dvftrine which is 
atcordmg to Godlineſs, thathas beet delivered'to Us by 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles.” This ts the __ wh what ts 
done, when: weare Baptized! - £1VIO 

>!Andifeciftg that St! Paulhas Sockided this thi ent: 
dren of Believing Patents are in their Infaney Holy, 
that'is, capable; of being dedicated to-God, ant-res 
ceived ints his Church z ic has been-the grathice of 
all Ages; as'it ts now of onrChuceh;”"t6 adifiit-t6- the 
Sacrament of ' Baptiſm 'the Children of 'Believing Px 
rents. And becauſe the Infants to be Baptized are 
not able co declare their Conſent'to the' Conditions: 
of this Coymait with God; it has been' always the 

praftice'of the'Chureh' to! alto fober and difcreer 
perſons! ro: appear forithem,' and to undettake that 
when they come to'be'capable of ir; vhey-ſhall be 
inſtruted'in the” nature of that! ſoleing Engi igement 
that was made for them; 2and /fo be made fir to: 
rake it upon themſelves, and'diſchirge'rhbie Sitreties 


from their Engagements. This'has beeri hitherto. 
"the way of admitting Children incoThs' Church ok 
- Chriſt. 


But our Church has thought ſornerhipimore than 
this needful to qualifie perſons who-have been Bap- 
tized: 
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tized,, for the receiving-the Bleſſed Sacrament” of 


the Lords Supper, whictis the higheſt priviledge to 


be enjoyedin the Chriſtian Church. - | And therefore 
the,Rule is,;; That none (hall be, admitted to the Floly.Com- 
munion, until ſich: time ds, he be Confirmed, or-be ready and 

defirons to be Confirmed, -: That is, before they be ad- 

mitted to the Holy Communion; they muſt ſfolemaly 
own and profeſs, in the, preſence of, the Biſhop ang 
of their fellow-Ghriſtians,..Tharthey, do ratifie and 
approveof what:was; done by: their Sureties on their 
beltalf, Andtherefore the. Biſhop, puts the Queſti- 
DB to.them, Whether they, do ;freely rake upon them; 
delves,,;and: renew: the Vows that were; made for 
them-2:shfanis, io other words,. Whether they be 
williog to truſt God and their Saviour Chriſt with 
their Salvation and everlaſting ,Happinels; upon 
thoſe terms;and epaditions: which in.the.Covenant 
made; with;Goddn Baptiſm;are required on;our part. 
Sothat we, may; take: the Bishop'sBleſſmg them, as a 
publick,and {olemn.agteſjationgbat;chey have taken 
#he Vaw,of Baptiſin.ypon. themſelves, and by their 
own voluntary att have ſolemnly obliged themſelves 
0 ober-Gad'$:boly Will and Commandments,” and to walk in 
the ſame all,tht days: of | their lives. _ For his own aſſu- 
rance, of thejttwuth of which, the Biſhop has ſome- 

thing more than the publick Declaration of the Par- 

ties themſelves in; his. preſence;; for-che Rubrick re 
quires that the Curate of every Parish hall either bring or 
ſend 
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ſend in writmg',, with bis hand ſubſcribed therennto, the 
Names of all” ſuch Perſons within his Parich, as he hall 
think fit to be preſented to the Bishop to be Confirmed. 

Thus I have laid before you plainly the ſubſtance 
of what is intended by Confirmation, as it is now 
pablickly miniſtred in the Church of England, from the 
Conſtitution of the Church it lelf. 

adly. I come now to offer you a few Dire&3ons, 
after what manner you may prepare your Children 
in order to be Confirmed. 

| For tho it be the Miniſters duty to Eatechize them 
publickly, and to examine and approve of them be- 
fore they be brought to the Biſhop; yet let me put 
you in mind, that this do's not diſcharge you from 
the obligations that God has Jaid upog you to bring 
them np in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, Bpb. 6.4 
and you may aſſure your ſelves that God will call 
you to account, if you negled the uſing the advan; 
rages you have of authority, affection , continual 
converſe, and many fair opportunities, which Mir 
niſters cannot have, of making known Gods truths to your 
Children. 

And the firſt thing that I ſhall offer to you is, that 
you muſt nor think'very young Children, or ſuch 
as are of riper years, but very ignorant or vitiqus, 
fir to be Confirttted, I have already oblerved to you 
that the Preface to the Office of Cc; ufar mation requires, 
that the Children to be Confirmcd {hall firſt have ar- 

NM rived 
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rived:at the years-of diſcrethon, and have learnt.well: what" 
their Godfathers- ani Godmothers proniiſed far \themvin- their” 
Baptiſm, that. they may th" their 'oavn' mouth and; conſent: 
openly before the Church! ratifie and: confirm the ſame; 

"'F mult: confeſs, if the Biſhop's Bleſſing were all 
that isaimed/at”in-Confirmation there would be no ab-. 
ſurdity in bringing any: young Children to the 'Go- 
vernours of the Church ,: as. the Jews did to our 
Bleſſed: Saviour, that they may: laytheir Fd ands upon them: 
and Bleſs them, But the Bleſſing given by our Biibops,, 
you- ſee, is piven' upon a- ſuppoſition that the:per- 
fons ſo-Bleſt have ratified and' confirmed the Cove- 
nant which'was made with God' for them when they: 
were Baptized), and that they. have'taken it upon: 
themſelves, and'that they did underſtand 'what they, 
wete'doinp, otherwiſe itcould norproperly: be ſaid; 
be their AQ: When therefore: you are:confiders- - 
ing 'wicth-your ſelves, whether your Child. ſhould: 
be' confirmid' or-no,” put this-Queſtion:to your awry 
Hearts; Have I rcafon ito think that! my Chilth is: ſo 
well inſtruded-in' the Principles .of Religion 5: that 
He is qualified to make a Covenant with God for 
himſelf, and'in his own name?” And is he ſufficient- 
ly diſcreet and ſerious” co' undertake: fo ſolemn: a 
work ? If he be not thus knowing and well diſpoſed 
why ſhould 1 have him publickly an folemnly pros» 
fels to'do thele things for which I know him.to. be 
unkic, | 
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"The Variety 8 Differences between/Childrenin-re«» 
ſpelt of their Parts and Capacities,and the. oppormnities! 
they have of being inſtrufted;' are ſo'' conſiderable, 
that it is not reaſonable to aſſign the exact year of cheir: 
age, at' which they ſhou'd be confirmed; but the way: 
for every one to determine thar Point: for himſelf, will 
be, to have due regard to: the ſeriouſneſs' and anders 
ſtanding of. the Child; and to the progreſs he has made 
In matters of Piety and Religion; and you may take 
this as a certain Rule, that Children whoican« only ſay- 
their Catechiſm by rote, without underſtanding the ſenſe 
and meaning'ot it, cannotbe ſaid to-have learnt: it well, 
and'to be of ſuch Diſcretion as our Church requires ; 
and therefore ſuch are too-young;; and'that; let:the Age 
and'Parts of young: perſons be' what they: will; it they 
be wild and giddy, or vitious, they are not fir to be 
Confirm'd;: for it they be not ſerious, they are not fic 

to make a Covenant with God; and if they do follow 
wicked Courles, they cannot profeſs in truth that wo 
hawe renounced the Devil and all his works. 

And that you may not be under any remptation to 
offer your Children to be Confirm'd, before they be 
ſafficiently prepared and fit for it, out of an: opinion 
that perhaps you may not frequently have ſuch oppor- 
tunjties, I do propoſe, while God is pleaſed to continue 
me among you, by his afliſtance, often to diſpenſe this 
Ordinance of our Church, in the moſt convenient pla- 


ces of each Diocels; lo that you may take your own 
time 
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time wich your Children, to do that which ſhall ſcem | 


ficeeſt to.) you. 


However, tho'T wou'd not have you bring Children. 
that are either too young, or ignorant, to be Confirmed ;, 


yet I muſt tell you, that you are to begin very early to 
lay. the foundation of preparing them for it. And the 
Advices I gave you in the former Chapter, are chiefly 
delign'd to pur you in the way of dealing with very 
young Children. And for ſuch, I muſt now further 
exhort. you, not only to cauſe chem to be preſent at 
the ſervice of God in your Families, but as ſoon as 
they can be. kept from giving diſturbance co others, 
that you will bring them to the places of God's pub- 
lick Worſhip; and: teach them to behave themſelves 
decently'/and reverently in God's Houſe, the Houſe of 
| Prayer; and:afterwards by degrees, that you will que- 
ftion what they remember of Sermons, and teach them 
oper, ſo that they may profic by them. 

And I muſt note to you, that, by 'recommending to 
you the Church Catechiſm, T did not intend to ex- 


clude your making your Children read any. other good 


Catechiſms or Books, which may more fully inſtruct 
them in the matters contained in it, when they come 
to be capable of ſuch Inſtructions; but on the con- 
trary, do encourage and exhort you to it. 

And when by theſe and other fit means, a by 
your conſtant and earneſt'Prayers to God tor them, 


you ſ{ee-rthem: at;laſt arrive to. ſuch a meaſure of 
Diſcretion, 
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Diſcretion , and Seriouſneſs, and Goodneſs, that 
they are fit to take their Baptiſmal Vows upon them- 
ſclves, I ſhall recommend the following Directions 
to you in order to the immediate preparing them for 
Confirmarion, 

Tell chem then in the firſt place, That this admi- 
niſtration is not only a bare Ceremony ; that the 
work before them is not only to kneel and to receive 
the Biſhop's Bleſſing, bur thar *cis one of the moſt 
ſerious and ſolemn aGton of their whole lives. 

Tell them, that 'tisno lels than the entringinto a 
ſolemn Covenant with the great God of Heaven and 
Earth, upon the obſervance or breach of which 
their everlaſting Happinels or everlaſting Miſery will 
depend. That, 'tis the taking upon them the profeſli- 
on of an holy and vertuous life ; 'cis the proclaiming 
perpetual War againſt Satan and their own Luſts. 

"Tis renouncing all the Vanities of Youth, all the 
Honours, and Pleaſures, and Riches of this World, 
when they cannto be obtained, or enjoyed, without 
diſpleaſing God. *'Tis an engagement to take up the 
Croſs and to follow the Example of their Saviour Je- 
ſus Chriſt, inſuffering meckly and patiently for Rgh- 
teouſneſs ſake, if it (hall pleale God to call them to it. 

Thele are great and {crious things, and not to be 
undertaken careleſly and haſtily. And therefore you 
mult often put them in mind to weigh theſe things 
beforehand, and to conſider withall cheir own frail- 


N ty, 
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ty, and the temptations.and. ſnares wherewith they; 
are ſurrounded, and. alſo. that. conſtant, care and 
watchfulneſs. over. their Souls, and' reſiſting their 
moſt violent: inclinations to.Evil, that they muſt 
there. promiſe,. and' will be expected from them. 
And if they ſeem ta. be frightned or diſcouraged 
when you repreſent theſe things to them; you may 
comfort them with telling them, that alcho with Man 
this is. impoſſible, with God all things are poſſible, and 
tlierefore that they muſt not undertake theſe things 


upon. their own ſtrength, but they mult go out a- 


| ainſt. theſe Enemies of their Souls, as David did a- 
ainſt his,in the name and the ſtrength of the Lord God, and. 
200 him alone they muſt expe& Vidcory and Salva- 


tion; his Grace will be ſufficient for them, and thro bug. 


they will be able to do all theſe things. 

Upon. which account'you muſt inſtra&tthem chat 
not only at that time, but through the whole courſe 
of. their lives. they muſt make it their conſtant pra- 


Qice every day with fervent and. hearty Prayers to. 
implore_ the Grace of God's Holy Spirit ;. that He 
will pleaſe to ſhed-it abroad in their Hearts, and 


thereby create Holy Thoughts and. Refolutions in 
their Minds, that notwithſtanding all the oppoſiti- 
ans they.muſt meet with, they. may be able. to per- 
ſevere ina holy and 'vertuous life, and continue in 
his fayour to the end'of, their days, 


Tell 
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Tell them then, that they are to renew a Cove- 
nant with God which was made for them when they 
were fo young as nor to know what was done for 
them. That they are now to make it in their own 
Names ; and that if they will ſincerely endeavour to 
perform their part of it, they ſhall be for ever hap- 
Py with God in Heaven; bur if they will not take 
1t upon their Souls with Truth and a good Conſci- 
ence, they do renounce all the-glorious things that 
Chriſt hath purchaſed Tor them; ; they renounce all 
the Benefits of his Paſſion, they diſclaim all intereſt 
in the Atonement which He made for ſin; they are 
fi1]l in heir ſins, in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bonds 
of iniquity, they are Children of wrath, and mult be ſen= 
tenced to live for ever in darkneſs, and flames, with 
the Devil and bis. Angels. 
. Theſe: are indeed, grievous and- fad things, FOO 
you muſt let them kgow that it is now by the favour 
and grace of God in their power to prevent them. 
Forif they. do repent of their evil deeds, that is, are 
truly ſorry for their ſins, and reſolve to forlake- 
them and to turn to the Lord their God with all their 
Hearts; We know that God has promiſed not only 
that He will torgive their Iniquirties, but He will al- 
ſo receive them into favour, and beſtow upon-them 
ſuch a meaſure of His Grace as may enable them to- 
conquer all difficulties that they ſhall meer with in 
their way to Heaven; and. they may aſſure. them- 
ſelves, 
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lelves, if-they come thus prepared toeriter into Co- 
 venant with:God;'' that as certainly as the Biſhop do's 
lay his Hand upon their Heads, {o-ſarely God will 
pardon all their paſt tranſgreſſions, and cauſe his Ho- 
ly Spirit to deſcend into their Hearts," and _— 
their Souls unto Righteouſneſs and true Holinefs. | 

- Andnow, I hope, this view which I have via 
you of the delign and benefit of Confrrmation, will 
put you upon ſerious endeavours to diſcharge thoſe 
Duties of yours to' your Children relating to it, 
which I have now laid before you. For what great- 
er-comfort can you have, than to ſee them by their 
own act ſo early engaging themſelves to God, and 
raking ris happy courſe to confirm themſelves in his 
ways, before that Vice has' corrupted their Minds ; 
or if unhappily it has already done ſo, to ſee them 
make nſe of the(e firmeans toexpellir timely, before 
it.can take deeper root. 

To thofe of you who do love God, your Chil- 
dren, and'your own true/peace and comfort, I know; 
Þ need not'uſe more words to perfwade you to a dili-- 
gent andhearty diſcharge of this Daty of preparing 
your Children for Confirmation. And for thoſe a- - 
mong you (if fuch there be) who are ſo very unhap- 
Py-asto have little or no regard' to the welfare-either 
of theirown or their Childrens Souls, I muſt mourn * 
and. lament; 'and do more earneſtly beſcech the God 
and Father of Spirits, to give ſuch Succeſs and Bleſ- 
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Bleſſing to my Miniſtration among you, and to the 


labours of thoſe whom his Provides has joined 
with Me in the care of your Souls; that his Grace 


may, by our publick diſpenſation .of his Word ang 


Ordinances, reach even thole little negle&ed Crea- 
tures, . of whom our Blefled Lord is fo tender ; and 
who, as He has taught Us, are fitteſt. to. receive the 


Kingdem of God; and that they may: be thereby en- 


gaged to God's Service, before that the Enemy of 
Souls. has brought.them under his Dominion. Which 
God of his infinite mercy grant, for the lake of our 
Blefſed Redeemer, to whom with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit be all Honour and Glory, now, and 
for ever. Amen. 
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* Prayers to be ſaid, Before, At, and After Confirmatio)1: 
| | Confirmation, let ſome time be fet apart for the immediate 
X%# Preparation oh your Children for it ; part of which mu{t be 
ſpent in Reading of good Books, eſpecially ſuch as may inſtruct 
them in the nature of their Vow in Baptiſm , and may ſer their 
Duties befort them ; and affiſt them in Examining their Conſci- 
ences concerning the former negleCts of their Duties,. in order to 
give them-a ſenſe of their Sins, and to engage them to a firm Re- 
ſolution of Obedience to every part of God's Law for the time to 
come. The Whole Duty of Han hasat the End of it ſuch Heads of 
Examination; and I do recommend the following Prayers to' be 
uſed by them. - | 


A Prayer to be ſaid by a Child that is to be 
Confirmed. 


O God my Heavenly Father, who haſt made me and all mankind, 
F£ acknowledge that I was born in Sin, and that I am by nature 
a-Child of Wrath : and I do Bleſs thy Floly Name, that of thy a 
Pundant goodneſs thou haſt given thy dear Son to Redeem me and all 
mankind, and thy Holy Spirit to Sandtifie me and all thy Elef Peo- 

le. 
g Avutl'l Bleſs thee O my God, an F will for ever praiſe thee, that 
thou haſt granted meſo early to be Baptized into thy dear Son, to be 
born again of thy Holy Spirit, and to be made thy own Child by A- 
doption and Grace, | | 

'T Bleſs and Magnifie thy infinite Mercy O Lord, that thou did/? 
pleafe to enter into Covenant with me thy unworthy Servant, and to 
promiſe me thy Pardon and thy Grace here, and Glory hereafter ; and 
withall, to accept of the Yow that was made by Others in my Name, 
of faithfully ſerving thee all the days of my Life. O my God, by the 
4 kelp of thy Grace, { will never diſown, nor degart from that Vow. 

Wi My 
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: My Soul does rejoyce in being bound by it to thee the Grd of my Life» 
whoſe ſervice is perfett Freedem, and whoſe Toke is an eafie and gracioas 
| IT have Vowed,. and I will perform it by the help of thy Grace. that 
DF will Rencunce the Devil and'atl his Works. the Pomps & Panities 
of this wicket World, and all the finful Lufts of the Fleſh ; that I wil 
believe all that thou haſt revealed to us, and that I will Love and 
Obey. all that thou haſt commanded, and: continue in Obedience to thy 
holy Laws. by thy gracious help, to my lives end. 

And now O my Ged I praiſe thee,' that thou haſt called me to the 
knowledy of thy Grace and Faith in Thee, Tncreaſe this Knowleds, 
and confirm this Faith in Me evermore. And fince of. my ſelf I can 
do nothing that is good ; Oſtrengthen me by thy Grace, that I may be 
| thereby able to do all things that thou requireſt from me, and to reſiſt 
| all the Temptations 'of the Warld, the Fleſh aud the Devil, and to 
continue thy faithful Servant all the days of my Life. 

And my Soul does Magnifie Thee O' Fteavenly Father, for all the 
{ means of Grace which thou. haſt hitherta'afforded Me, forall the good 
| Inſtradtions and Examples, aud all the opportanities which thou. haſt 
granted Me of growing in Grace; atid\in:the X, nowleadg of thee. my Gd. 

Particularly for the preſent opportunity. of Repeativg.'my FYows to thee, 
and of Dedicating my ſelf to thy Service before many Witneſſes, and 
of Receiving a Teſtimony of thy Grace and Favour by tte hand of thy 
ſervant, whors thou haſt commaiited to Bleſs inthy Name:....Ofit and 
' prepare Me for this Holy Duty, that 1 may with Reverence and gadly 
Fear draw,#igh unto thee.in it; \ and with all the Powers, of: my Sout 
may cinſent unto, . and chearfully renew the Promiſe that was made-in 
my Name. And O that I may Receive thy Grace, and be filled with 
4: rhy 'Frovej and be fruitiul in all. good Works, and, that my Heart may 
1 be Eſtabliſhed in Holineſs before thee, unto the coming of our Lord 


Feſus: | Amcn: : 
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To-be-faid by the Child while He is waiting to be 
preſented to the Biſhop. 


Ord, Tam not worthy\to be:athmitted into a Covenant with Thee 
KL the great God of Heaven'and Earth ; but thou calleſt Me, and 
Behold here I am,ready to bind my Soul toThee. and do beg that Imay 
Fe thine for ever. TI am weak 'antl inſufficient of 'my ſeif ; but ſpeak 
Thou the word, and my. Soul. fhall receive flrength to'fulfill.all that 1 
am now to promiſe unto Thee. T.efire humbly to offer \up my ſelf to 
Thee,'and the Firſt-Fraits of'my Life, and of my Strength. O. accept 
of this "Offering in thy dear Son, «and ſave-me for Thy Mercies, ſake, 


T o:be. faidiby'the-Child afcer Confirmation. 


CY Merciful Father *who haſt | thus ' graciouſly accepted Me to be 
| Thine, 1 praiſe and adore: Thee for- this thy. great goodneſs. Be 
#tf unto'thy' Servant according'to thyWord. Give. Me power: againſt 
all rhe' Entmies"of my Soul, "and\bring\Me up in thy ftedfaſt Fear and 
Love. Keep Mein all \holy'\and humble walking with Thee, .and 
watchfulneſs over'my Feart:and Ways ; that this preſent Mercy imay 
'be an earneſt" of greater, and\'a flep to lead Me to the Table of my 
Lord," wud the partaking of all the'Benefits of his Death and Paſſion ; 
"that Jo 7 may ' go happily on-from\Grace to Grace,. aud from ſtrength to 
\Rrength," and from one degree of thy Love: unto another, ; until Thou 
ſhalt mate Mein the" end, perfett in it in" Thy: Feauenty Aingdom. 
Al! which T moſt humbly beg in the Name and for the ſake of Thy dear 
Sou my Lord and Saviour, who has taught. Me to:ſay,"Our Fabher,Gcc. 


The Grace of our Lord Teſas E brift, and the Love: of. Gal, and 
the fellowſhip of the Etoly Ghoſt be with Me now and far ever- 
mere, Amen. 

The End, 
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